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How do floods impact communities? 

Even if your home or workplace stays dry, floods can impact you in many ways. 
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Flooding can 

happen within 

hours, giving 

people little to 

no time to 

prepare and 

take action.   

The largest 

flood on record 

was in 1906 

when the 

floodwater 

reached 4.50 

metres at The 

Chifley Drive 

Gauge.

There have 

been 7 

significant 

flood events in  

Maribyrnong 

between 1906 

and 2022. 

Local flood information  

 

Heavy rainfall can cause flash flooding. This can happen 

quickly and you may not receive an official warning. 

Although these floods only last short time, they can cause 

severe damage.  

◼ The ground may be unable to absorb the amount of 

rainfall naturally causing the water to pool. More 

buildings and less green spaces can impact this. 

◼ The Maribyrnong River may quickly rise, causing 

water to rise and overflow its banks.  

Why does Maribyrnong flood? 
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Check your home, work, and travel routes for floodwater 

If this map shows potential flood risk for you, ensure you take action to plan and prepare for 

floods. See page 6 for more information.  

This map shows the area likely to flood at different floodwater heights measured (in metres) at 

the Chifley Drive Gauge at Maribyrnong River. It uses Annual Exceedance Probability (AEP) 

to indicate the percentage chance of a flood of this size (or greater) happening in any year. 

◼ 3.80m - 5% AEP

◼ 3.24m - 10% AEP

◼ 4.73m - 1% AEP

◼ 2.44m - 20% AEP
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What might happen in a flood in your area?

*The height measurement is at the Chifley Drive Gauge.

^This table includes information from previous flood events. 

Height* Potential impacts and previous flood events^ 

4.73m 1% AEP Flood Extent 

4.50m 
September 1906 flood event.  

Highest recorded flooding affecting the Maribyrnong Flood Plain.

4.26m 
September 1916 flood event.  

Second highest recorded flooding.
4.20m May 1974 and October 2022 flood event. 

3.83m 

September 1993 flood event.  

Anglers Tavern lounge and bistro areas under nearly two metres of water, and 

a further 50 residences flooded over floor level. 

3.80m 5% AEP Flood Extent 

3.24m 10% AEP Flood Extent 

2.9m 

Major flood level  

Tram services along routes 57 & 82 and bus services 468 & 952 

along Raleigh Road likely to be impacted.

2.83m 

November 1954 flood event.  

Maribyrnong River breaks its banks causing 200 families to be temporarily 

homeless. More than 60 rescued by Army boats. 

2.44m 20% AEP Flood Extent 

2.3m Moderate flood level 

2.21m 

January 2011 flood event.  

Flooding of the lower flood at Anglers Tavern commenced. Closure of Chifley 

Drive, Plantation Street and nearby adjoining roads. Infrastructure  

improvements then implemented and have reduced the risk of similar floods 

having the same impact. 

1.7m Minor flood level 

◼ Before a flood: Use the floodwater heights in the table to help you

decide when you will need to act to protect yourself and your property in

a flood event.

◼ During a flood: When a warning is issued by VicEmergency, use the

predicted floodwater height and warning information to understand what

the potential impacts may be for you and your community.

Although no two floods are the same and the environment is constantly changing, the below 

table provides an idea of what to expect at different flood heights.  

Your local services 

Catchment Management Authority 

For general advice about flooding and  

controls on planning scheme amendments. 

◼ Melbourne Water

melbournewater.com.au | 13 17 22

Local Council 

For relief support after a flood event and 

general land use planning. 

◼ Maribyrnong City Council

maribyrnong.vic.gov.au | 03 9688 0200

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/know-your-council-maribyrnong-city-council
https://www.maribyrnong.vic.gov.au/
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emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency @vicemergency 

redcross.org.au/prepare 

Get Prepared 

youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo 

Sandbag Guide 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

VicEmergency app 

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/prepare/
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
http://youtu.be/XgyLnKDMkNo
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.redcross.org.au/emergencies/prepare/get-prepared-app/
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bom.gov.au/vic/flood/melbourne.shtml 
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@vicemergency 

VicEmergency app 

ses.vic.gov.au/flood 

emergency.vic.gov.au 

vicemergency 

http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/melbourne.shtml
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
http://www.bom.gov.au/app/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#where-do-i-get-information-in-an-emergency
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/plan-and-stay-safe/emergencies/flood
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
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